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I’ve spent four years defending Ward Churchill in every 
way I could think to do so. And not because of any 
esoteric principle of academic freedom. If my time in 
universities has taught me anything, it’s that trying to 
inject principle into academia is as worthwhile as trying 
to train geese to shit indoors. Likewise, though I’m 
about as vehement a proponent of the human right to 
free expression as you’re likely to meet, I find the idea 
that it’s routinely abrogated both by the right and the 
‘left’ about as shocking as the daily sunrise.

I defend Ward Churchill because he was the first to 
write the obvious about the World Trade Center and 
Pentagon attacks on September 11, 2001. That the 
technocrats on the upper levels of the World Trade 
Center weren’t targeted because they provided some 
symbolically metaphysical representation of American 
power; they were targeted because they made their 
living on the bodies of Arab children. This is not to say 

 that everyone in the World Trade Center was a little 
Eichmann, a point Churchill made clear. He used a 
different term for the service workers and children in 
the World Trade Center, one popularized by the US 
military. They were collateral damage, a miraculously 
precise and objective term that, as the reaction to Ward 
Churchill’s essay evidences, is divested of all precision 
and objectivity when one is staring at the corpses of 
their own dead.

In other words, I defend Ward Churchill because, not in 
spite, of his little Eichmann metaphor. It does 
everything a good metaphor should do.  It manages to 
convey new meanings to both the [next page]

March, 5th, 2009

Nearly two-thirds of Amerikans back President Barack 
Obama's recent decision to strengthen occupation 
forces of Afghanistan, according to a new public 
opinion poll conducted by the Washington Post and 
ABC News. These most recent figures are part of 
Amerikans' long standing support for the onset, and in 
this case escalation, of imperialist wars of aggression. 

Amerikans support imperialist aggression because they 
benefit from imperialist exploitation. Rather than a 
conscious decision or an instance of 'false 
consciousness,' Amerikans' continual outward 
aggression is part of a historically formed class 
consciousness. According to this latest poll, support for 
a heightened occupation cuts across both Republican 
and Democratic voters. [next page]
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subject and the object, and to expand the discourse 
surrounding both. From Churchill we learned a new 
way to perceive the technocrats at the top of the World 
Trade Center, just as we learned a new way to perceive 
Eichmann. And from these perceptions, many of us 
learned something indispensable about the bureaucratic 
functioning of power.

Churchill’s essay captured the national discourse in a 
way I can’t remember a piece of writing doing in my 
lifetime. That conservative talk shows from O’Reilly on 
down spent a three-month chunk of airtime feverishly 
denying Churchill’s metaphor, only speaks to its 
uncomfortable aptness. And one wasn’t able to open a 
leftist publication for months after the scandal broke 
without finding dozens of essays, letters to the editor, 
and opinion columns that (1) stated general agreement 
with Churchill on principle, (2) provided a typically 
tepid criticism of US foreign policy, and then, (3) 
moved to eviscerate him for the imperfection of his 
metaphor. Of course, these betrayed more about the 
authors misunderstanding of metaphor than Churchill’s 
misuse of it. A metaphor is imperfect by its nature.  
That’s the point. A perfect metaphor, after all, would be 
a synonym.

That’s why I defend Ward Churchill, because his 
imperfect metaphor that was far more apt than any of 
the grotesque gibbering about heroism and innocence 
that flooded the nation after 9/11. Because his was the 
only voice to question the sanctification of the 
economic interests that the World Trade Center 

 represented. To quote Mumia Abu Jamal, “it is not 
enough for us to merely, dumbly intone that Churchill 
has the right to write what he does. No we must do 
more, we must insist that Churchill is right, and no one, 
not some rabid talk show parrot, nor political whore like 
governor Bill Owens, has a right to demand what is 

 wrong.”

In other words, I defend Ward Churchill because, as 
RAIM-Denver has so eloquently put it, I defend the 
right to call little Eichmanns little Eichmanns.

[Ben Whitmer is a long time supporter of Indigenous 
struggles and has been at the forefront of the local 
campaign to support Ward. Currently, he maintains a  
Ward Churchill solidarity blog at 
wardchurchilltrial.wordpress.com]

The RAIM-D Global Digest is the newsletter of the 
Revolutionary Anti-Imperialist Movement- Denver. 
Sent out no more than once a week, it features our 
reporting and analysis of global, national and local 
events and public announcements regarding the 
Revolutionary Anti-Imperialist Movement. Comments, 
submissions and requests for more info may be sent to 
raim-d@hush.com. Photos, video and documentation, 
as well as other RAIM-Denver material can be found 
at raimd.wordpress.com.

Amerikans are a petty class of exploiters inseparable 
from U.S. imperialism itself. While they regularly 
support wars against Third World peoples, it is all too 
convenient for them to turn around and blame the 
leaders chosen to execute such wars when things don't 
go well or when they're called out as a nation of 
aggressors. With this latest poll showing clearer than 
ever Amerikans are in the imperialist camp, they 
should expect nothing less than resistance and 
reciprocity from those they favor violence against.

[http://raimd.wordpress.com/2009/03/05/amerikans-
support-escalation-in-afghanistan/]
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Professor Joel Kovel Sacked for Opposing Zionism
March, 3rd, 2009

Joel Kovel, former Alger Hiss Chair of Social Studies 
at Bard College, was fired this past February because of 
his public stance against Zionism. In a recent statement, 
Kovel describes the conflict with the Bard 
administration, one which began in 2002 after he came 
out against the Israeli state. 

Kovel's most recent book, Overcoming Zionism was 
published in 2007. At the behest of Amerikan Zionists 
the book was briefly censored by the University of 
Michigan Press. The next year Bard College, which has 
been called one of the most 'progressive' colleges in the 
country, refused to renew Kovel's teaching contract.

The sacking of Professor Kovel comes as part of a long 
line of attacks on radicals in academia. Most notably, 
Kovel's dismissal comes at a time when Ward Churchill 
is preparing to sue the University of Colorado for a 
similar politically motivated  termination.

Cases like Joel Kovel and Ward Churchill blow 
completely open the myth of free speech in Amerika. 
While the First Amendment nominally exists, channels 
of expression such as professorships are reserved for 
one type of speech: the kind serves the interest of 
imperialism. Though a few individual radicals have 
made their way into positions of greater access to the 
means effective speech, keeping these positions 
depends on not making waves: not effectively 
challenging Amerika's role in the world.

Ward Churchill and Joel Kovel crossed that line. 
Churchill described 9/11, Amerika's only 'tragedy' in 
recent memory, in its correct terms: a long overdue 
event whose 'victims' were technocrats, or "little 
Eichmanns," in a fascistic global empire. Whether he 
was a professor, a voice in the media or an elected 
politician, such remarks demanded his purging from the 
effective channels of speech.

Kovel is not the first to face punishment for taking a 
stand against the Israeli state. In early 2007, Professor 
Norman Finklestein was denied tenure at DePaul 
University, another 'progressive' institution. A long 
time critic of Israel, in 2000 and 2005 he wrote two 
books which examined Israel's use of the Holocaust as 
justification for its crimes and occupation today. 

Being oppressors upon the world, Amerikans and 
Israelis are natural allies. Amerika and Israel have a 
common strategic interest, a fact which is not lost on the 
population of either country. As settler nations founded 
on stolen land and the graves of indigenous populations, 
cultural affinity comes easy. Thus attacks against Israel 
are treated as attacks against Amerika.  It should come 
as no surprise that polemicizing against Israel results in 
being demonized and reprimanded by Amerikans.

The Bill of Rights is just a piece of paper. Freedom of 
speech exists in a limited way and has never been 
granted to the extent of effectively challenging existing 
power. Joel Kovel, like Ward Churchill, is one of many 
radical professors who have recently found this out.

[http://raimd.wordpress.com/2009/03/03/professor-
joel-kovel-sacked-for-opposing-zionism/]

Did you know that Ward Churchill is the only author 
to have multiple titles on RAIM-Denver's 
recommended readings list. In fact, he has four. His 
essays Ghosts of 9-11 and Pacifism as Pathology are 
even considered 'required readings' for those new to 
the movement. Check out links to these works and the 
rest of RAIM-Denver's recommendations at 
raimd.wordpress.com/recommended-readings/
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[Additional images courtesy of Shubel Morgan. More pro-
Ward agitation available at shubelmorgan.wordpress.com]
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