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Since World War II, U.S. imperialism has stepped into the 
shoes of German, Japanese and Italian fascism and has been 
trying to build a great American empire by dominating and 
enslaving the whole world. It is actively fostering Japanese 
and West German militarism as its chief accomplices in 
unleashing a world war. Like a vicious wolf, it is bullying and 
enslaving various peoples, plundering their wealth, 
encroaching upon their countries’ sovereignty and interfering 
in their internal affairs. It is the most rabid aggressor in human 
history and the most ferocious common enemy of the people 
of the world. Every people or country in the world that wants 
revolution, independence and peace cannot but direct the 
spearhead of its struggle against U.S. imperialism.

Just as the Japanese imperialists’ policy of subjugating China 
made it possible for the Chinese people to form the broadest 
possible united front against them, so the U.S. imperialists’ 
policy of seeking world domination makes it possible for the 
people throughout the world to unite all the forces that can be 
united and form the broadest possible united front for a 
converging attack on U.S. imperialism.

At present, the main battlefield of the fierce struggle between 
the people of the world on one side and U.S. imperialism and 
its lackeys on the other is the vast area of Asia, Africa and 
Latin America. In the world as a whole, this is the area where 
the people suffer worst from imperialist oppression and where 
imperialist rule is most vulnerable. Since World War II, 
revolutionary storms have been rising in this area, and today 
they have become the most important force directly pounding 
U.S. imperialism. The contradiction between the revolutionary 



peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin America and the imperialists 
headed by the United States is the principal contradiction in 
the contemporary world. The development of this 
contradiction is promoting the struggle of the people of the 
whole world against U.S. imperialism and its lackeys.

Since World War II, people’s war has increasingly 
demonstrated its power in Asia, Africa and Latin America. The 
peoples of China, Korea, Vietnam, Laos, Cuba, Indonesia, 
Algeria and other countries have waged people’s wars 
against the imperialists and their lackeys and won great 
victories. The classes leading these people’s wars may vary, 
and so may the breadth and depth of mass mobilization and 
the extent of victory, but the victories in these people’s wars 
have very much weakened and pinned down the forces of 
imperialism, upset the U.S. imperialist plan to launch a world 
war, and become mighty factors defending world peace.

Today, the conditions are more favourable than ever before 
the waging of people’s wars by the revolutionary peoples of 
Asia, Africa and Latin America against U.S. imperialism and 
its lackeys.

Since World War II and the succeeding years of revolutionary 
upsurge, there has been a great rise in the level of political 
consciousness and the degree of organization of the people 
in all countries, and the resources available to them for mutual 
support and aid have greatly increased. The whole capitalist-
imperialist system has become drastically weaker and is in 
the process of increasing convulsion and disintegration. After 
World War I, the imperialists lacked the power to destroy the 



new-born socialist Soviet state, but they were still able to 
 suppress the people s revolutionary movements in some 

countries in the parts of the world under their own rule and so 
maintain a short period of comparative stability. Since World 
War II, however, not only have they been unable to stop a 
number of countries from taking the socialist road, but they 
are no longer capable of holding back the surging tide of the 

 people s revolutionary movements in the areas under their 
own rule.

U.S. imperialism is stronger, but also more vulnerable, than 
any imperialism of the past. It sets itself against the people of 
the whole world, including the people of the United States. Its 
human, military, material and financial resources are far from 
sufficient for the realization of its ambition of dominating the 
whole world. U.S. imperialism has further weakened itself by 
occupying so many places in the world, over-reaching itself, 
stretching its fingers out wide and dispersing its strength, with 
its rear so far away and its supply lines so long. As Comrade 

 Mao Tse-tung has said, Wherever it commits aggression, it 
puts a new noose around its neck. It is besieged ring upon 
ring by the people of the whole world. 

When committing aggression in a foreign country, U.S. 
imperialism can only employ part of its forces, which are sent 
to fight an unjust war far from their native land and therefore 
have a low morale, and so U.S. imperialism is beset with great 
difficulties. The people subjected to its aggression are having 
a trial of strength with U.S. imperialism neither in Washington 
or New York, neither in Honolulu nor Florida, but are fighting 
for independence and freedom on their own soil. Once they 



are mobilized on a broad scale, they will have inexhaustible 
strength. Thus superiority will belong not to the United States 
but to the people subjected to its aggression. The latter, 
though apparently weak and small, are really more powerful 
than U.S. imperialism.

The struggles waged by the different peoples against U.S. 
imperialism reinforce each other and merge into a torrential 
world-wide tide of opposition to U.S. imperialism. The more 
successful the development of people’s war in a given region, 
the larger the number of U.S. imperialist forces that can be 
pinned down and depleted there. When the U.S. aggressors 
are hard pressed in one place, they have no alternative but to 
loosen their grip on others. Therefore, the conditions become 
more favourable for the people elsewhere to wage struggles 
against U.S. imperialism and its lackeys.

Everything is divisible. And so is this colossus of U.S. 
imperialism. It can be split up and defeated. The peoples of 
Asia, Africa and Latin America and other regions can destroy 
it piece by piece, some striking at its head and others at its 
feet. That is why the greatest fear of U.S. imperialism is that 
people’s wars will be launched in different parts of the world, 
and particularly in Asia, Africa and Latin America, and why it 
regards people’s war as a mortal danger.

U.S. imperialism relies solely on its nuclear weapons to 
intimidate people. But these weapons cannot save U.S. 
imperialism from its doom. Nuclear weapons cannot be used 
lightly. U.S. imperialism has been condemned by the people 
of the world for its towering crime of dropping two atom bombs 



 

on Japan. If it uses nuclear weapons again, it will become 
isolated in the extreme. Moreover, the U.S. monopoly of 
nuclear weapons has long been broken; U.S. imperialism has 
these weapons, but others have them too. If it threatens other 
countries with nuclear weapons, U.S. imperialism will expose 
its own country to the same threat. For this reason, it will meet 
with strong opposition not only from the people elsewhere but 
also inevitably from the people in its own country. Even if U.S. 
imperialism brazenly uses nuclear weapons, it cannot 
conquer the people, who are indomitable.

However highly developed modern weapons and technical 
equipment may be and however complicated the methods of 
modern warfare, in the final analysis the outcome of a war will 
be decided by the sustained fighting of the ground forces, by 
the fighting at close quarters on battlefields, by the political 
consciousness of the men, by their courage and spirit of 
sacrifice. Here the weak points of U.S. imperialism will be 
completely laid bare, while the superiority of the revolutionary 
people will be brought into full play. The reactionary troops of 
U.S. imperialism cannot possibly be endowed with the 
courage and the spirit of sacrifice possessed by the 
revolutionary people. The spiritual atom bomb which the 
revolutionary people possess is a far more powerful and 
useful weapon than the physical atom bomb.

Vietnam is the most convincing current example of a victim of 
aggression defeating U.S. imperialism by a people’s war. The 
United States has made South Vietnam a testing ground for 
the suppression of people’s war. It has carried on this 
experiment for many years, and everybody can now see that 



the U.S. aggressors are unable to find a way of coping with 
people’s war. On the other hand, the Vietnamese people have 
brought the power of people’s war into full play in their 
struggle against the U.S. aggressors. The U.S. aggressors 
are in danger of being swamped in the people’s war in 
Vietnam. They are deeply worried that their defeat in Vietnam 
will lead to a chain reaction. They are expanding the war in an 
attempt to save themselves from defeat. But the more they 
expand the war, the greater will be the chain reaction. The 
more they escalate the war, the heavier will be their fall and 
the more disastrous their defeat. The people in other parts of 
the world will see still more clearly that U.S. imperialism can 
be defeated, and that what the Vietnamese people can do, 
they can do too.

History has proved and will go on proving that people’s war is 
the most effective weapon against U.S imperialism and its 
lackeys. All revolutionary people will learn to wage people’s 
war against U.S. imperialism and its lackeys. They will take up 
arms, learn to fight battles and become skilled in waging 
people’s war, though they have not done so before. U.S. 
imperialism like a mad bull dashing from place to place, will 
finally be burned to ashes in the blazing fires of the people’s 
wars it has provoked by its own actions.


