
RAIM
Global Digest
  AntiImperialism.wordpress.com

Contents:
-I-70 Expansion Indicative of Wider Imperialist 
Parasitism
- Review of “The Old Future’s Gone: Progressive 
Startegies Amid Cascading Crisis,” a talk by 
Robert Jensen
-RAIM-Denver: Class Today and the Struggle for 
a New World
-Arghiri Emmanuel: The North-South Division
-Pigs on a Rampage in Denver Area
-U.S. Troop Injured by Philippine Rebels
-Conflict Heats Up in Oil-Rich Niger Delta

Issue 4 July 8th, 2009

June 5th, 2009
Discussions about expanding Interstate 70 in Colorado have 
been happening for nearly a decade now. Proponents have 
cited everything from the living standards of Coloradans, 
quantified by their ability to quickly traverse the state’s main 
East-West highway, to the economic incentive of drawing into 
the state more tourist and commercial transport dollars. 
Proponents also say the state’s growing population will hasten 
the need for highway expansion projects.

More recently, plans to expand I-70 east of I-25 in Denver 
have moved forward with the publishing of a draft study on the 
environmental and social impacts of various options. Amongst 
other things, the study considered not expanding anything, 
expanding other main East-West Denver thoroughfares, 
building a multi-level highway, building an underground 
highway, expanding I-70 at the sides and rerouting the part of 
the highway. The later two options are most favored by the 
study. The portion of I-70 proposed for expansion is elevated 
over neighborhoods heavily populated by nationally oppressed 
peoples. The portion of the highway is also filled with potholes 
and bad patch-up jobs and predicted to be a point of major 
traffic congestion over the next ten years.

Thus far, the most vocal critics of the highway expansion plans 
has been the local environmental group, High Country Earth 
First! (HCEF!). HCEF! cites ecological concerns and a general 
critique of Amerika’s consumer economy, as well as advocacy 
for the neighborhoods which would be affected most, amongst 
its primary criticisms of the highway expansion plan.  
According to HCEF!, any proposed highway expansion would 
contribute to problems such as urban sprawl, global warming, 
endangerment to local wildlife habitats and would negatively 
affect the surrounding nationally oppressed communities. 
According to HCEF!, the planned I-70 expansion “is part of 
the greater picture, one where poor people and communities of 
color are systemically oppressed by the state for the continued 
privilege of white people and the wealthy. Infrastructure 
expansion doesn’t meet the needs of underserved communities 
and only furthers their destruction. The I-70 expansion is no 
different; a low income community of color would be 
disrupted and displaced to serve the needs of a capitalist white 
supremacy.” [cont next page]

I-70 Expansion Plans Indicative of Wider Imperialist Parasitism

U.S. Troop Injured by Philippine Rebels

May 20th, 2009 (pictured above, NPA rebel)
On April 28th, the Communist Party of the 
Philippines (CPP) announced that its military wing, 
the New People’s Army(NPA), injured a U.S. soldier 
embedded with the Philippine Army. According to 
the CPP, the Philippine Army attempted to encircle 
and attack a unit of the NPA, at which point the U.S. 
troop was injured, three Philippine state soldiers were 
killed and one NPA fighter [cont next page]
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The Real Bigger Picture

While the proposed I-70 expansion occurs within the often 
obscured context of capitalist-imperialism, the cognitive 
reasons for the project, as noted by proponents and critics, 
are pretty clear cut: to bring more money into the state. 
Underlying these seemingly disconnected notions is the 
interconnected economics of it all.

Building a highway does not itself create value: portions 
of it will not be sold as a commodity in the form of a toll 
or user-fee. Rather, a highway expansion has one clear 
purpose, to better facilitate commerce, trade and private 
spending in the state. Whereas this added economic 
activity may inject billions of additional dollars into the 
state, this does not necessarily mean that such value was 
itself created within the state.

Under capitalism, value is created by labor engaged in the 
creation and distribution of commodities. Under 
capitalism, workers are only paid a portion of the value 
that was created and the capitalist keeps the rest. The 
situation today however is vastly more complicated.

Production and distribution is organized on a global scale 
and vast disparities exist between workers themselves. 
Nevertheless, value is still created by labor. The difference 

today is that whereas most of the world’s value is created 
in the Third World, it becomes realized and concentrated 
within the First. Thus, from the perspective of a single 
locality within the exploiter First World, anything that 
increases local commerce and economic activity in the 
area increases the realization of surplus value and the 
accumulation of capital.

Simply put, expanding I-70 will mean that more value 
created elsewhere will be channeled into the Colorado 
economy. The exploitative global [cont next page]  

 was martyred. The New People’s Army, founded in 1969, has led South East Asia’s longest running insurgency. In 
2002, both the CPP and the NPA were added onto the U.S. State Department’s list of foreign terrorist organizations.

The Philippines was one of the first overseas colonies of the United States. Today, U.S. imperialism rules through 
proxy governments. Though the U.S. has not operated military bases in the Philippines since 1991, U.S. troops are 
stationed in the country to augment the police powers of the comprador Philippine state. In 2008, the U.S. provided 
the Philippine state with 30 million dollars in military aid and admits to providing training, intelligence and consulting 
in its crusade against a number of insurgencies. While the U.S. claims its troops in the Philippines are limited to 
“humanitarian” roles, the CPP and independent NGOs have in the past stated that the United States is directly involved 
in military operations in the country.

More often than not, we are used to hearing about the U.S. military operating in Iraq and Afghanistan. This most recent 
incident sheds light on the fact that the U.S. military is used against peoples’ resistance even when it’s not widely 
publicized. The United States is not just involved in overthrowing recalcitrant governments; it also quietly supports its 
unpopular puppet-governments against the threat of homegrown insurgencies.

In an English-language statement, the Communist Party of the Philippines said it trusts that “the vast majority of the 
Amerikan people oppose U.S. participation in foreign civil wars,” and urged  the “Amerikan people not to allow their 
government to continue with military interventionism, waste millions of taxpayers’ money and risk the lives of US 
soldiers in the Philippine civil war.”

In reality, the vast majority of Amerikans hardly oppose U.S. aggression and bullying. This is because they have 
historically benefited from imperialism and continue to until this day. While the U.S. military may be currently bogged 
down in other regions of the world, relying on a non-existence shared interest with “the vast majority” Amerikans or 
any meaningful support on their part is not a viable long term strategy in struggle of the Filipino masses against 
imperialism and lackey capitalism. 
[http://raimd.wordpress.com/2009/05/20/u-s-troop-injured-by-philippine-rebel-group/]
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June 29th, 2009
Last month, author and activist Robert Jensen spoke in 
Denver at an event sponsored by Argusfest entitled “The 
Old Future’s Gone: Progressive Strategy Amid Cascading 
Crisis.”  It was based on a writing that has circulated 
among left-liberal websites.  A professor of journalism at 
the University of Texas in Austin, he also has written 
many books and articles on topics such as imperialism, 
capitalism, white privilege and patriarchy.  He doesn’t 
quite go to our line, but he at least asks the right questions 
and approaches the right topics. Because of this, a few 
members of RAIM went to check out the event.

At best his talk could be summed up as eclectic with a 
sub-reformist emphasis.

Jensen also carries a sense of honest despair, admitting he 
sees little in the way of widespread, fundamental change. 
Rather than seeking out revolutionary means to 
revolutionary ends, he instead prefers to deal in ways in 
which he feels he’s made a more immediate, though 
irrelevant and fleeting, impact.

In talking about strategies for change, Jensen sees the 
Amerikan left engaged in three types: electoral politics, 
movement politics and local projects. He sees no use in 
electoral politics. Movement politics have their limits 
also, especially in their emphasis on protest marches. 
Bringing up the February 15, 2003 worldwide marches 
against the invasion of Iraq, the largest [cont next page] 

Review of “The Old Future’s Gone, Progressive Strategies 
Amid  Cascading Crisis,” a Talk by Robert Jensen 

relationship that is capitalist-
imperialism makes the question of 
redundant and ecologically unsound 
infrastructure such as ever-increasing 
urban highways systems a realistic, 
even necessary one. Even truck 
drivers and highway construction 
workers, whose compensation places 
them in the richest 10% of the world, 
find themselves in positions of 
intersecting interest with the 
expansive system of imperialist 
parasitism.

Summing It Up

HCEF! gets it partially right when 
they say, “Infrastructure expansion 
doesn’t meet the needs of underserved 
communities and only furthers their 
destruction. The I-70 expansion is no 
different; a low income community of 
color would be disrupted and 
displaced to serve the needs of a 
capitalist white supremacy.”

HCEF! is right to frame the issue 
more as one of relative privilege than 
direct exploitation. Indeed, 
infrastructure expansion is meant to 
serve the general exploiter economy: 
one in which nationally oppressed 
peoples receive less opportunities and 
encounter more obstacles. For the 
most exploitative and oppressive 
sectors of Coloradan society, the 

damage done to the relatively least 
empowered, nationally oppressed 
communities is seen as a necessary 
consequence of increasing economic 
activity and thus the realization of 
value via this highway expansion 
project. Nevertheless, projects such as 
the proposed expansion of I-70, 
despite the damage it may cause to 
specific communities, should be seen 
for what it is: the expansion of 
imperialist parasitism within the 
Denver/Colorado area.

Demands for People Centered 
Infrastructure

Obviously not all infrastructure is bad. 
RAIM-Denver is hardly opposed to 
highways and roads on their own 
merits. In fact, a better regular 
distribution of food and medical 
supplies, which requires better road 
systems, and basic infrastructure such 
as water sanitation facilities and 
simply utilities are some of the basic 
demands of the world’s impoverished 
majority. While it is true that the 
natural capacity of the Earth could not 
allow the current mode and standard 
of living of Amerikans to be 
replicated the world over, this is more 
than anything else a reflection as to 
the depth of imperialist parasitism and 
the necessity of developing different 
productive and distributive 
arrangements in a new world.

Like imperialist parasitism itself, 
RAIM-Denver opposes any 
expansion of the I-70 highway 
system. Rather than continually 
expanding the material base for the 
realization of stolen wealth at this or 
that locality within the First World, 
RAIM-Denver demands that all 
resources for such projects instead be 
directed toward building life-saving 
and basic infrastructure, such that is 
centered around the creation of a more 
socially egalitarian and eco-centric 
organization of economic activity.

The proposed expansion of I-70 is 
merely symptomatic of a wider 
phenomenon of global exploitation 
and parasitism. In the end, only 
through destruction of this global 
imperialist paradigm will the idea of 
ever-expanding and destructive 
infrastructure projects, such as the 
proposed I-70 expansion, forever 
become a remnant of a more primitive 
past. Only through the destruction of 
the modern capitalist-imperialist 
system can a fundamentally new 
world emerge.

[http://raimd.wordpress.com/2009/
06/05/i-70-expansion-plans-
indicative-of-wider-imperialist-
parasitism/]
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coordinated protest in history, which the New York Times said 
made world opinion a second superpower, he noted that they did 
nothing to stop that war. He sees more hope in local projects, things 
like community gardens and such. According to Jensen, the 
potential for dialogue and debate among others is increased in local 
projects, though he didn’t specify to what concrete end. The 
example he raised as his own efforts with local projects was a 
worker-owned cafe in Austin, though he admitted this effort failed 
to get off the ground.

While we understand the frustrations in observing the seemingly 
immovable state of Amerika and the world, the lack of radicalism 
in Amerikan mass politics, and the inability for radicals to act 
effectively in a minoritarian context, there were limits to Jensen’s 
insights beyond this.

When prodded by a RAIM comrade, Jensen admitted that the First 
World benefits from the exploitation of the Third World. When 
asked how this phenomenon of entire populations benefiting from 
others related to and could perhaps be overcome by local projects, 
he didn’t have an answer.  When asked about a solution in putting 
local projects to tackling this global issue of exploitation, he said 
the question was too big and too complicated to solve.

Jensen’s inability to answer straight questions were illuminating to 
the level of confusion within the Amerikan left, even amongst its 
intellectuals.  Jensen is one of the better intellectuals on the left, as 
he critiques metaphysical liberal ideas in favor of more radical 
analyses.  Jensen’s desire for revolutionary change is in some ways 
genuine, though Jensen himself is unable to come up with an 
effective model for widespread fundamental change.  Instead he 
promotes feel-good sub-reformism in the form of local projects, 
something he himself admits won’t work all the time. As once 
stated by Stokely Carmichael (later Kwame Ture), “Confusion is 
the greatest enemy of revolution.”

Much of this confusion can be seen in the trappings of left’s First 
Worldism.  Many on the left nominally go against imperialism 
while simultaneously campaigning to make Amerikans even better 
off. Jensen falls in this camp: he wants a better world but doesn’t 
want to alienate Amerikans. The truth is, Amerikans benefit from 
the global capitalist economic system as it is and have little 
material interest in working to create a new one.  This in part 
explains why revolutionary change seems so untenable within 
Amerika, even to those who genuinely desire it.

Unlike Jensen, we at RAIM apply global class analysis fully.  
Doing simple math, Amerika is only 5 percent of the world 
population but the consumer of over 25 percent of the world’s 
resources.  The poorest half of the world lives on less than $2 a day, 
and the bottom 1.3 billion live on less than $1 a day.  Although 
Jensen admits this, RAIM-Denver plainly says the obvious truth 
and takes it to its logical end: Amerikans are part of the problem; 
they are a force which must be overcome during the course of 
progressive change. Unlike Jensen who is fruitlessly engaged in 
various forms of pandering to a population of petty exploiters and 

polluters, RAIM champions the cause of the 
world’s exploited and oppressed majority as the 
most direct route to creating a new world.

At one point, Jensen said that he struggles to 
identify as part of humanity and not Amerikan, 
white or male. In reality, to stand with humanity 
is to stand against Amerika and the First World.

The First World is destroying the planet and 
exploiting its people. On a structural level, this 
mean that the principal antagonism is between 
imperialism and the people of exploited nations. 
Exploitation-driven consumption and related 
environmental destruction affect the Third World 
the most, while benefits, even indirectly, trickle 
up to the First World.  The solution for this 
problem isn’t for those in the First World to 
engage in local projects. Rather, real change will 
come when Third World peoples wrestle stolen 
wealth out of the hands of First World 
imperialists. While this includes worker-owned 
industry on the part of currently exploited people, 
history has proven that this itself requires a fight 
and involves actual confrontations. Amerikans 
are not simply going to stop being exploiters: 
unlike the fluffy revolution of values Jensen 
dreams up, revolutions actually require 
revolution. 
[http://raimd.wordpress.com/2009/06/29/review-
of-the-old-futures-gone-progressive-strategy-
amid-cascading-crisis-a-talk-by-robert-jensen/]
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Pigs on a Rampage in Denver Area Conflict Heats Up in Oil-Rich Niger Delta
May 29th, 2009
Over the past few months three men have been shot by 
the police in the Denver Metro area. The events behind 
the multiple shootings are sketchy.

The latest was Darius Murray, shot on Saturday May 9th. 
The Aurora Pig Department originally claimed that 18-
year old Darius Murray shot himself in the forehead after 
already being wounded by their officers. Later they 
backtracked and admitted that all of Murray’s wounds 
were caused by the officers. He remains in critical 
condition at University of Colorado Hospital.

According to the family’s lawyer, Derek Cole, the story 
the police are giving on the incident has constantly 
changed. The pigs say they were called out on an 
attempted burglary and when they tried to question 
Murray he “fired first” and “fired multiple times” before 
himself being shot in the leg, shoulder and head. He is 
being charged with attempted murder.

The pigs refused to identify Murray as the shooting 
victim for two days after he was shot. The Murray family 
said the police never contacted them to let them know 
what happened. The family is not confident of police 
investigating police. The Aurora police chief, after 
saying he would not respond to the family’s concerns, 
issued a statement saying the shooting of Murray was 
justified.

Darius grew up in south Aurora and graduated from 
Colorado High School last year. While the details of the 
case are hazy, one thing is clear: he is another young 
Black male struck down through police terrorism.

This latest shooting follows two other shootings the 
month prior. In what sounds like an execution-style 
killing, the pigs killed an unarmed, un-named man on 
East Fifth Avenue and Lafayette St. on February 27th. 
And, in Arvada, police shot an unarmed, unnamed male 
on Feb.16, 2009. Both shootings followed traffic stops.

Police terror is a mark of national oppression in the cities 
of Amerika. With oppression comes resistance. For 
oppressed nations within Amerika, this resistance is 
rightfully directed against the occupying army of 
violent, oppressive pigs. The Black Nation has the right 
of self-defense against police terror. For Blacks and 
oppressed nations the world over, freedom will come 
when it throws off the oppression that comes with 
Amerika.

[http://raimd.wordpress.com/2009/05/29/pigs-on-a-
rampage-in-denver-area/]

June 18th, 2009 (pictured above, MEND rebels)
The Movement for the Emancipation of the Niger Delta 
(MEND) has recently released statements refusing offers 
of amnesty by the Nigerian state and, as of June 6th, given 
local and foreign oil workers 72 hours notice of an 
“imminent attack.” “The warning also applies to greedy 
individuals from oil communities tempted to carry out 
repair contracts on pipelines already destroyed,” MEND 
added.

These statements follow a major military campaign aimed 
at crushing MEND. As part of the campaign, which 
displaced thousands of indigenous civilians, the Nigerian 
military has been accused of indiscriminate aerial 
bombings and shelling villages. A spokesman from the 
Nigerian military called MEND’s warning an “empty 
boast by a toothless gang” and urged oil workers to 
disregard the threat.

In 2006, MEND began attacking oil installations, 
sabotaging infrastructure and kidnapping oil-industry 
workers for ransom. Since then, analysts have noted that 
the rebel group has grown more sophisticated. In June of 
2008, MEND attacked Shell’s main oil platform, which, at 
75 miles from shore, was thought to be safe from militant 
assaults. As a result, the platform, which normally 
produces 200,000 barrels per day, was temporarily closed, 
reducing Nigeria’s total oil production by 10% overnight. 
Since January of 2006, unrest in the Niger Delta has 
reduced Nigeria’s daily output from 2.6 million barrels to 
1.76 million. Niger is the fifth largest importer of crude oil 
into the U.S.; oil accounts for 95% of Nigeria’s export 
income.

In January of 2009, MEND called off a four month 
ceasefire and resumed attacks against imperialist 
operations and infrastructure. MEND says that oil 
operations have caused massive pollution, killed local 
wildlife and left indigenous communities without a means 
of subsistence. Niger Delta communities use very little oil 
themselves. Almost no oil revenue makes it to the 
communities most affected by oil production. Instead it is 
exported as profits by companies such as [cont page 7] 



Arghiri Emmanuel: The North-South Division 
From:
”The Socialist Project in a Disintegrated Capitalist 
World” by Arghiri Emmanuel. From Socialist Thought 
and Practice : A Yugoslav Monthly, vol. 16, no. 9, 1976, 
pp. 69-87. Translated by the Maoist Information Website.

It is largely accepted today that development and under-
development are not autonomous and juxtaposed 
phenomena which can be examined each within its own 
terms, but that they are phenomena organically and 
functionally interrelated.

That is a common place. What is less familiar is the 
observation that not only is development of the periphery 
blocked by the very existence of the center, and the growth 
of the center reinforced by the resources drawn from the 
periphery, but that this center is today over-developed to 
the very same extent that the periphery is under-developed.

What can this over or under-development be measured 
against? It may be measured in relation to the level of 
development which the existing economic system, in this 
case the capitalist mode of production, can, under present 
historical conditions, secure at the level of the whole of 
mankind.

This means that the United States can be the United States 
and Sweden can be Sweden only because others, that is, 
the two billion inhabitants of the Third World, are not.

This also means that every material equalization from the 
top down is excluded. If, by some miracle, a socialist and 
fraternal system, regardless of its type or model, were 
introduced tomorrow morning the world over, and if it 
wanted to integrate, to homogenize mankind by 
equalizing living standards, then to do this it would not 
only have to expropriate the capitalists of the entire world, 
but also dispossess large sections of the working class of 
the industrialized countries, of the amount of surplus value 
these sections appropriate today. It seems this is reason 
enough for these working classes not to desire this 
‘socialist and fraternal’ system and to express their 
opposition by either openly integrating into the existing 
system, as in the United States of America or the Federal 
Republic of Germany, or by advocating national paths to 
socialism, as in France or Italy.

This is not a question of principles, but a question of 
interests. A few global figures will be enough to show this. 
In 1973, the average annual wage in the USA amounted to 
around US$10,500. The population of the entire capitalist 
world at that time was about 2.6 billion, and there was a 
little over a billion economically active. To pay all these 
economically active people on an American scale would 
require close to eleven trillion dollars. However, the total 

national income of these countries in 1973 amounted to 
only $2.7 trillion.

This means, even if all income earned without the 
counterparts of labor, profits, rents, interest rates, etc., 
(which are all components of surplus value) were 
abolished and mankind resolved to be satisfied from now 
on with simple reproduction, relinquishing all progress 
and consuming its entire product, it would not, under these 
hypothetical conditions, be able to reach more than an 
average wage of $2,500 per year, that is, a quarter of the 
American wage.

It is precisely this that severs solidarity between the 
working classes of the center and the periphery. While all 
the working classes were subjected to exploitation, no 
matter how disparate its degree, even when one was 90% 
exploited and the other 10%, they had an interest in 
uniting and fighting arm-in-arm, and together 
expropriating their exploiters, despite the fact that this 
expropriation improved the situation for some 
considerably more than for others. But from the moment 
the workers of certain countries ceased to be the suppliers 
of surplus value (no matter how little) and became 
recipients, the situation was reversed and the positions of 
the working classes became antagonistic to one another.

It might be maintained that this comparison in terms of 
dollars or surplus value rates is too abstract and illusory. I 
will suggest another, in physical terms. Today, the citizen 
of America consumes an extraordinary amount of basic 
raw materials. Were all the inhabitants of this planet to 
follow his example and consume the same amount per 
person, all known deposits of iron ore would be exhausted 
in forty years, copper deposits in eight years, tin deposits 
in six years, and petroleum in five and a half years!

However, exhaustion of deposits and reserves is not the 
only factor that prevents world equalization from above. 
Ecological limits represent another.

If today’s developed countries can still rid themselves of 
their wastes by dumping them into the sea or the air, this 
is so because they are the only ones doing it; similarly, if 
their citizens can still travel by plane without great 
difficulty, that is because others have not the means to fly 
and leave them the privilege of clogging the skies, etc., etc.

These calculations involve no unsubstantial and slippery 
concepts such as surplus value, capital, etc., or such 
computable categories as profit, interest rates, etc., but of 
the consumption of palpable materials. Hence, it is the 
great mass of the population, the wage-workers 
themselves who are involved.[cont page 8]



RAIM-Denver: Class Today and the Struggle for a New World

Royal Dutch Shell and Chevron, 
transferred to the First World via price 
fixing and unequal exchange or 
consumed by local puppet-elites. 
Speaking of their own movement, 
MEND says, “The very reason for 
militancy is because of injustice. 
Fiscal federalism is among the things 
that will silence our guns.”

Under the current schema, 
imperialism dominates the Nigeria 
economy. This has predictably led to 
a social and environmental 
catastrophe. Traditional modes of 
existence have been destroyed 
through activities inherent in the 
maintenance of the modern global 
economy. In this case, foreign 
companies get the oil at the lowest 
cost possible and with no regard for 
existing communities or the 
environment and export it to 
consumption-based economies of the 
West. The people of the Niger Delta, 
instead of finding any benefit from 
this process, have lost their previous 
ability to feed themselves from their 
natural surroundings and have little 

opportunities to find subsistence level 
wages on their own land or in their 
own country. Regardless of natural 
wealth, imperialism is a death warrant 
for indigenous Third World peoples.

MEND’s struggle is a just one. Faced 
with displacement, oppression and 
exploitation by imperialism, Third 
World peoples have little alternative 
but fighting back at those who direct 
and facilitate such oppression. For 
groups like MEND, this means a 
struggle not only against the 
imperialist oil-industry but also 
against the Nigerian state. As 
witnessed by the military’s most 
recent offensive against MEND, the 
Nigerian state is itself an agent of 
imperialism whose main role is 
protecting, militarily if need be, the 
interests of multi-national oil 
companies.

The struggle of the Niger Delta 
masses against imperialism and its 
local puppets is one that must be 
supported by all revolutionary 
peoples. This is because the struggle 

in the Niger Delta is part of a larger 
struggle shared by the vast majority of 
humanity. A serious blow to 
imperialism in Nigeria weakens 
imperialism as a whole, allowing for 
revolutionary advances on the part of 
oppressed peoples elsewhere. 
Conversely, while MEND might be 
able to land some blows against 
Chevron, Royal Dutch Shell and the 
Nigerian state, the struggle against 
imperialism can only come to a 
victorious resolution through a unified 
effort on the part of oppressed peoples 
from countries around the world. 
Only by way of a global anti-
imperialist struggle can imperialist 
exploitation, and the devastating 
social and environmental impacts that 
accompany it, no longer remain a 
threat to oppressed peoples. Only 
through the unified struggle of 
oppressed peoples against capitalist-
imperialism and its various local 
lackeys can a new world, one based 
on the needs of people, be built.
[http://raimd.wordpress.com/2009/
06/18/conflict-heats-up-in-oil-rich-
niger-dealta/]

Niger Delta Conflict cont

“We want a better world. We want a world based on 
equality and mutuality. We envision a future in which 
the full potential of humanity is realized: one without 
unequal power relations and one of ecological 
harmony. Creating such a world is our common 
cause.” Such is the revolutionary refrain.

However pious the statements are, they stand 
disconnected from the world today: one full of inequality, 
oppression, coercion, violence, poverty and so on. If we 
really seek to create such a new, ‘utopian’ world, one 
thing is clear- we have a lot of work to do. Before we 
embark on this huge project, we need a plan or some sort 
of road map. Before we can chart a course towards the 
world we’d like to see, we must understand where we are 
now.

The world today is marked by extreme inequalities and 
stratification. The vast majority of people, around eighty 
percent, subsist on less than ten dollars a day. (1) Theirs is 
a world of poverty, toil and deprivation. Contrasted to this 
is a privileged minority noted for affluence, consumption 
and waste. Generally speaking, this social divide breaks 
down geographically: vast impoverishment being the 

norm of the ‘Third World’ and widespread affluence 
characteristic of the ‘First World.’

The scope and depth of this situation is unimaginable. In 
India alone, seven hundred million people live on less than 
two dollars dollars a day. (2) This is roughly equivalent to 
the entire English-speaking world. Around half of the 
world, about 3.5 billion people, live on less that $2.50 a 
day. (1) The human effects are devastating. For example, 
every year over 2 million people die of water born disease 
and every five seconds a child dies of starvation or 
malnutrition. (3) (4) All of these deaths are preventable: 
on a daily basis Amerikans alone have an average intake 
of 3,700 calories, throw away almost a third of their edible 
food and use 5.8 billion gallons of potable water just for 
toilets. (5) (6) (7)

The squalor of the of Third World and the squander of the 
First are directly related. Each world’s respective 
condition is the direct result of exploitation. The modern 
system of exploitation, whereby a global minority in a few 
rich countries lives at the expense of the impoverished 
global majority, is called imperialism. That is to say that 
in relation to the imperialist system [cont next page]      



and the Third World masses, those in the First World are 
beneficiaries of the former and a petty class of exploiters 
towards the latter.

Imperialism is currently the most widespread, 
fundamental form of oppression. This does not mean that 
other forms of oppression do not exist. Rather, 
imperialism is currently the dominant form of oppression: 
it touches the most people in the most fundamental way; 
it is the foremost determinant of life-options and class; and 
other forms of oppression are almost always negated, 
heightened, co-opted or superseded by imperialist 
exploitation. Imperialism drives social life today.

Attitudes and trends of thought, or ‘class consciousness,’ 
confirm this social reality. Whereas apathy and post 
modernism are common in the West, this is due to the lack 
of a functional need for a politically charged population. 
When First Worlders do express political views they are 
almost always supportive of imperialism. Mindless 
consumerism, a natural aspect of any society fattened on 
stolen wealth, is also a major phenomenon in the First 
World. On the other side of the social world, those in the 
Third World naturally resist their oppression. Radical 
Islam, the fastest growing social movement of the last 
thirty years, is in many regards an opposition movement 
against imperialism. This amalgamation of religion and 
anti-imperialism is no accident. Rather, it is evidence of 
two truths. First, the main social antagonism today is 
between the Third and First World. Second, oppression 
and resistance are inseparable.

Insofar as imperialism is the most fundamental form of 
oppression, resistance and revolutionary struggles are 
regular features in the Third World and at the margin. It is 
the Third World’s anti-imperialist struggle which is both 
the most widespread and common struggle amongst the 
global masses and by definition one against the core of 
global power. Containing amazing diversity, flaws and 
potential, the global anti-imperialist struggle is the 
struggle of the world’s exploited majority.

The anti-imperialist struggle is the modern day 
revolutionary struggle. The struggle of the global masses 
who are exploited by imperialism is of primary 
importance for those who seek a fundamentally better 
world: one that cannot freely evolve from the current one.

Anti-imperialist initiatives and revolutions in a single 
country or territory weakens the imperialist system as a 
whole and gives a new impetus for further, more 
widespread change.  It is as part of the global fight against 
imperialism that the foundations for a new world are built 
and of this process itself from which further revolutionary 
potential emerges. In our period, the complete abolition of 
capitalism, patriarchy, youth oppression and other unequal 

structural relationships as well as arriving at a state of 
mutuality and ecological harmony are directly tied the 
destruction of the current order via anti-imperialist 
struggle.

For revolutionaries around the world the current task is to 
advance and support the ongoing struggle against 
imperialism as part of our radical vision of a world free 
from all oppression. Those revolutionaries in the First 
World, who owing to class composition are few and far 
between and separated from the struggle of the world’s 
exploited masses, naturally find this task daunting. 
Nevertheless, for all those who desire a new world, this is 
the struggle we must engage in.

No doubt, the path before us is long and arduous. 
However, the place to begin is here; the time to start is now.

[http://raimd.wordpress.com/2009/05/23/class-today-
and-the-struggle-for-a-new-world/]

It follows from this that apart from all other 
considerations and all other antagonisms, under today’s 
objective natural and technological conditions, and in the 
foreseeable future, the people of today’s rich countries 
can consume all the things that make up their material 
well-being and which they seem to value, only because 
others use them either very little or not at all. They can 
reprocess their wastes simply because others have 
nothing much to reprocess. Otherwise, the ecological 
balance would be fatally imperilled.

This is what makes the antagonism between the center and 
the periphery irresolvable and transforms the entire 
working class of certain countries into the worker 
aristocracy of the earth.
[http://raimd.wordpress.com/2008/08/05/the-north-south-
division/]
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AMERICA SUCKS !
HERE’S WHY:

The United States is built entirely on land stolen from Native 
Americans through the largest genocide in history.  Slavery has 
been fundamental in America's historical development.

America has used depleted uranium in Iraq,  Afghanistan and the 
former Yugoslavia, releasing radioactive material which 
continues to kill civilians through cancer and birth defects.

Aggressive wars in Iraq, Afghanistan and numerous other 
engagements, including covert actions, have killed millions of 
innocent people.

America's consumerism is based on the exploitation of Third 
World labor (sweatshops, etc.) and causes massive 
environmental destruction. 

America, through the IMF, WTO and World Bank, has increased 
global poverty and inequality. As a result, every five seconds a 
child dies of starvation or malnutrition.


